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that the monies ought to be struck in the French style, as
they had hitherto always been done. I urged in reply that
his Majesty had sent for me from Italy in order that I might
execute good work; if he now wanted me to do the contrary,
I could not bring myself to submit. So the matter was
postponed." 18

Apparently this  opposition  prevailed,  for   tliere is
no evidence that Francis took any steps towards the
establishment   of   machinery   in   Paris,   and
eventually returned to Italy, having beer^j
France,  mainly   through the  intrig^*^
favourite, Madame d'Estampes./^*^

his stay in Parisjr                     ^ great artist

invited to Englaj^*^           J   vIIL   His possible

ence at the''Tower Mint, had the invitation been
ds a pleasant exercise for the imagination
ent of comparative numismatics.
/ Francis I died, and was succeeded by his son,
who, shortly after Ms accession, influenced no
the remembrance of Cellini's reports of the
a,n way of coining, and also by the great prevalence of
crimes of clipping and forging, sought to institute~a
>rm of the French currency by improving the quality
the coins issued.     By an edict  of August,  1548,
ordered  his  portrait from   the life   ("son   effigie
i'apres  le  naturel")  to   be   engraved   on  his   coins,
,o prevent forgery; but a more radical change than
his was to follow, the requisite aid for which came
lot from Italy but from Germany.   M. L. Mazerolle u
us that about 1550 the French ambassador, Be

13 Op eik, vol. ii. p. 142

w URdtel des Monnaies, par Feraand Mazerolle, Paris, 1907, p. 26.
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